Dear Parent/Guardian:

This year fifth graders in Georgia will
be held to promotion standards as
required by the Georgia State Board of
Education and the Newton County
Board of Education.

To help parents understand these
standards, this brochure is being
provided along with parent meetings at
each school. Please make plans to
attend the meetings when they are held
at your child’s school.

It is important for parents to understand
the process of promotion. This brochure
is designed to help you understand test
scores and how they affect promotion.

Please remain involved in your child’s
education and remain in close
communication with your child’s
teacher. Remember that guidance
counselors and other school
professionals are available to help you
understand how to assist your child.

If you have questions or concerns,
please contact the principal at your
child’s school.

Thank you!
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Local promotion criteria

Grades 1-5:

Readiness level as established
by the results of the appropriate
CRCT in the area of reading
and/or mathematics.

Readiness level as indicated on
the student report card.
Teacher recommendation for
promotion.

A

4

Student scores

criteria.

Level 2 or 3

on reading and/or math
AND meets local promotion

A

4

grade.

Student promoted to 6th

math AND retained in 5th grade.
meets local Parent/guardian or
promotion teacher has chance to
P appeal.

criteria. PP ¢

¢ If appeal is filed by

parent/guardian or

Student teacher, placement

promoted to 6th
grade.

committee is formed of
parent/guardian, appro-
priate teacher and

principal (or designee).

v

Committee meets and
must make unanimous
decision to place in 6th
grade or retain.




2012 CRCT Scores
Critical for Fifth
Graders

All students in grades three
through eight will take the Criterion
Referenced Competency Test
(CRCT) this spring; but, for fifth
graders, the test is a critical part of
promotion to sixth grade. Georgia
now requires that fifth graders pass
the reading and math portions of the
CRCT (score of Level 2 or 3) along
with other grade level criteria to be
promoted to sixth grade. Students
who perform below grade level on
the CRCT reading and or math tests
(score of Level 1) or are absent from
the administration of the test will be
given the opportunity to participate in
additional reading and/or math
instruction during the final days of
the school year along with another
chance to take the reading CRCT. If
the student still performs below
grade level, the student may be
retained in fifth grade for the next
school year. Parent(s) or
guardian(s), and/or teacher(s) may
appeal the decision to retain the
student. The principal (or designee)
will meet with parents or guardian
and the student’s teacher(s) to
review the student’s overall
academic achievement. The group
will then make a decision to place
the student in sixth grade or retain
the student in fifth grade. The
promotion/retention policy also
applies to third and eighth grade
students.

What are staff
members in the
Newton County
Schools doing to
prepare students
for success?

e Teachers have been trained and
are required to implement
sound, research-based
instructional strategies.

e The school system has taken
steps to insure students have
appropriate instructional materi-
als including regular, remedial,
and supplemental materials.

e There are supplementary
teachers at some grade levels to
work with at-risk students.

e Utilizing print and software
materials, teachers provide test
preparation activities.

o The Cognitive Abilities Tests are
given to provide teachers and
parents with data that can help
identify students’ strengths and
weaknesses.

e Student Support Teams assist
teachers with classroom  mod-
ifications designed to meet a
student's individual needs.
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It is important that you and your child
understand these performance
expectations.

If you have additional questions after
reviewing this information, please
contact your child’s teacher or other
school professional.

Ensuring Success for
Each Student

Newton County Schools
2109 Newton Drive N. E.
Covington, GA 30015
Telephone: 770-787-1330

www.newtoncountyschools.org



