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What You’ll Learn

• GAcollege411.org

• What is financial aid?

• 2010-2011 HOPE program regulations

• Types of Financial Aid

• FAFSA on the web worksheet

• FAFSA information not on the worksheet

• FAFSA processing and results

• Questions?
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GAcollege411 Homepage
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Career Planning

• Learn About Yourself

– Assessments to help 
students with guidance

• Explore Careers

– Tools for students to 
research possible 
careers

• Get a Job

– Tools that can be used  
in a job search

• Voices

– Blogs about career 
planning from peers
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High School Planning

• Your Plan of Study

– Have a graduation 
plan based on 
requirements

• Planning Timeline

– Stay on track for 
graduation

• High School Test Prep

– Test Prep for required 
tests

• Voices

– Ask questions about 
high school 
experiences
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College Planning

• Prepare for College

– Learn requirements 
of different types of 
schools

• Test Prep

– Practice admissions 
tests

• Explore 
Postsecondary 
Schools

– Research schools 
from all across the 
nation

6



Financial Aid Planning

• Georgia’s HOPE 
Program

– Keep up to date with 
all of the HOPE 
regulations

• Find Scholarships

– Apply for scholarships

• Financial Aid 
Applications

– Find needed 
applications to apply 
for state and federal 
financial aid
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What is Financial Aid? 

• Sources of Financial Aid

– Federal government

– State government

– Colleges and universities

– Community groups (religious 
organizations, civic organizations, 
corporations, professional 
organizations, etc.)
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Types of Financial Aid 

• Merit Based Scholarship

• Need Based Grant

• Student or Parent Loans

• Employment Opportunities, Work Study

• Military Aid and Grants

• Savings Plans
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Scholarships 

• 4 Types of Scholarships & Examples:

– Academic ability – Georgia’s HOPE Scholarship

– Artistic ability – Music Scholarship

– Athletic ability – Athletic Scholarship

– Affiliation with Groups – Rotary Club Scholarship
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Georgia’s HOPE Scholarship Program

• Largest Non-Need Based Program in the Nation

• Students must meet:

– Academic Requirement of a 3.0 GPA in academic 
core classes*

– Citizenship 

– Residency

– Enroll in a HOPE eligible school in Georgia

*Note: For Seniors who are on Technical Diploma, the 
GPA is a 3.2 for in academic core classes
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HOPE Scholarship Award Amounts 
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• At a Georgia public college, university or 
technical college:

– Award will cover tuition, HOPE-approved 
mandatory fees, and a book allowance

• At a Georgia private college: New award amount 
for 2010:

– Award will be $4,000 per academic year for full-
time study



Maintaining the HOPE Scholarship

• HOPE Eligibility Checkpoints

– At the end of every Spring Semester

– 30 Attempted Semester Hours

– 60 Attempted Semester Hours

– 90 Attempted Semester Hours

– Students have a maximum of 127 
attempted semester hours (190 
quarter hours) to be awarded HOPE 
Scholarship funds.
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HOPE Grant Program 

• For students enrolling in 
a certificate or a diploma 
program

• Does not consider grade 
point average

• Covers tuition, HOPE 
approved mandatory 
fees, and a book 
allowance

• Covers up to 63 
semester hours or 95 
quarter hours

Need 

New 

Picture



View HOPE GPA on GAcollege411

• Select “Your HOPE 
GPA” under 
“Shortcuts”

• Log in to your 
GAcollege411 
Account

• Enter Last Name, 
Date of Birth, and 
Social Security 
Number

• Finally, select high 
school from list
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Financial Aid Based on Need 

• Federal Pell Grant 

• Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity 
Grant (FSEOG) 

• Leveraging Educational Assistance Partnership 
Grant (LEAP)

• Perkins Loan
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Other Scholarship & Grant Programs 
Administered by GSFC 

• Georgia Tuition Equalization Grant Program

• HERO Scholarship

• Accel Program

• Public Safety Memorial Grant

• North Georgia College ROTC Grant

• College Opportunity Grant

• HOPE GED Voucher
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Direct Loan Program

• Subsidized Direct Loans

– interest is paid by the 
government while enrolled 
(at least half-time)

• Unsubsidized Stafford 
Loans 

– student is responsible for 
paying the interest on the 
loan

• Repayment begins six (6) 
months after graduation or 
ceasing to be enrolled half-
time
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Federal Loan Programs 2011-2012

• Subsidized Stafford Loans for students –
Current Interest Rate is 3.4%

• Unsubsidized Stafford Loans for students –
Current Interest Rate is 6.8%

• PLUS Loan for parents – Current Interest Rate 
is 7.9%

*We estimate that the average student loan 
debt level for the class of 2009 is $24,000 
nationally and an average of $16,568 for 
Georgia borrowers.

*The Project on Student Debt. (2009) Student Debt and the Class of 2009. 
Retrieved from http://projectonstudentdebt.org/files/pub/classof2009.pdf
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Student Loan Limits 2011 – 2012 
Academic Year

Dependent Students 

whose Parents are 

Eligible for a

PLUS Loan Base

Additional 

Unsubsidized

Annual Maximum 

Amount

Freshmen $3,500 $2,000 $5,500 

Sophomore $4,500 $2,000 $6,500 

Junior/Senior $5,500 $2,000 $7,500 

Independent Students 

and Dependent 

Students whose 

Parents were Denied a 

PLUS Loan Base

Additional 

Unsubsidized

Annual Maximum 

Amount

Freshmen $3,500 $6,000 $9,500 

Sophomore $4,500 $6,000 $10,500 

Junior/Senior $5,500 $7,000 $12,500 

20



How Do I Apply?

• Apply electronically at:

– www.GAcollege411.org

– or www.fafsa.gov

– Apply for your PIN online 
at: pin.ed.gov

– Check with the college 
Financial Aid Office for 
other applications that 
may need to be 
completed
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What Does the FAFSA Do?

• The FAFSA will determine 
the Expected Family 
Contribution (EFC).

• The EFC estimates the 
family’s ability to contribute 
toward educational costs.

• The EFC formula includes 
financial information 
collected on the FAFSA, 
family size and number of 
dependents.
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What Does the FAFSA Do?

College Cost of Attendance  (Determined by the School)

Minus the Expected Family Contribution

Equals the Amount of Need Based Aid Student may 
Qualify
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What Does the FAFSA Require?

• Before starting the FAFSA, gather:

• Student driver’s license 

• Student Alien Registration Card

• Student and Parent 

• Social Security cards

• 2010 W-2 Forms and other records of money earned

• 2010 federal income tax form (even if not completed)

• Records of untaxed income

• Current bank statements

• Business, farm, and other real estate records

• Records of stocks, bonds, and other investments

Create a file for copies of all financial aid documents submitted
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FAFSA On The Web Worksheet

Web site:  www.fafsa.gov

Complete 2011-2012 FAFSA on the Web

FAFSA on the Web Worksheet:

– Used as “pre-application worksheet”

– Questions follow order of FAFSA on the 
Web

http://www.fafsa.gov/


FAFSA On The Web Worksheet

Good reasons to file electronically:

• Built-in edits to prevent costly errors

• Skip-logic allows student and/or parent to skip 
unnecessary questions

• More timely submission of original application 
and any necessary corrections

• More detailed instructions and “help” for 
common questions

• Ability to check application status online

• Simplified application process in the future



FAFSA On The Web Worksheet



FAFSA On The Web Worksheet

Note: Be sure to report Name 

and Social Security Number 

EXACTLY as it appears on 

Social Security Card.  Errors 

will delay processing. 



FAFSA On The Web Worksheet

These questions will determine 

whether the student is a dependent 

or independent student.  These are 

the only questions that the 

Government uses in making this 

determination.



Independent Vs. Dependant

• Date of birth before 1/1/88

• Married or separated (but not divorced) as of 
date of the application

• At the beginning of the 2011-12 school year, 
student enrolled in master’s or doctoral degree 
or graduate certificate

• Currently serving on active duty in US Armed 
Forces, or is a National Guard or Reserves 
enlistee called into federal active duty for other 
than training purposes



Independent Vs. Dependant

• Student is a veteran of the US Armed Forces:

– A student who (1) has engaged in active 
service in the US Armed Forces, or has 
been a member of the National Guard or 
Reserves who was called to active duty for 
purposes other than training, or was a cadet 
or midshipman at one of the service 
academies, or attended a US military 
academy preparatory school, and (2) was 
released under a condition other than 
dishonorable.  A veteran is also a student 
who does not meet this definition now but 
will by June 30, 2012.



Independent Vs. Dependant

• Student has one or more children who receive 
more than half of their support from him or her 
between July 1, 2011 and June 20, 2012

• Student has dependent(s) (other than children 
or a spouse) who live with him or her and who 
receive more that half of their support from the 
student between July 1, 2011 and June 30, 
2012.



Independent Vs. Dependant

• At any time when the student was age 13 or 
older, both of the student’s parents were 
deceased, the student was in foster care, or the 
student was a dependent/ward of the court.

• The student is now or was upon reaching the 
age or majority, an emancipated minor as 
determined by a court in his or her state of 
residence

• The student is now or was upon reaching the 
age of majority, in legal guardianship as 
determined by a court in his or her state of legal 
residence.



Independent Vs. Dependant

• Student was determined to be an 
unaccompanied youth who was homeless by a 
high school or school district homeless liaison
on or after July 1, 2011.

• Student was determined to be an 
unaccompanied youth who was homeless by 
the director of an emergency shelter or 
transitional housing program funded by HUD on 
or after July 1, 2011.



Independent Vs. Dependant

• Student was determined to be an unaccompanied 
youth who was homeless or was self-supporting 
and at risk of being homeless by a director of a 
runaway or homeless youth basic center or 
transitional living program on or after July 1, 2011.

• Student is determined by the college financial aid 
administrator to be an unaccompanied youth who is 
homeless or is self-supporting and at risk of being 
homeless

• Note:  A financial aid administrator may also make a 
determination of independence with documentation 
of special circumstances, even if the student initially 
files as a dependent.



FAFSA On The Web Worksheet

• If the student answered yes to ANY of the 
dependency questions, then the student is 
Independent.  If the student answers no to ALL 
of the questions, then the student is dependent 
and must provide custodial parent information.

• Only custodial parents who are Natural 
Parents, Adoptive Parents, or Step Parents are 
to be included on the FAFSA.  Guardian 
information should not be included on the 
FAFSA.

• If a custodial parent does not have a Social 
Security Number, they may report all zeros for 
the question.



FAFSA On The Web Worksheet



Who Is A “Parent” for Federal Aid??

• “Parent” refers to the biological or adoptive parent.

• Grandparents, foster parents, legal guardians, older 
siblings, and uncles or aunts are not considered 
parents unless they have legally adopted the 
student.

• In case of divorce or separation, give information 
about the parent you lived with most during the last 
12 months.  If you did not live with one parent more 
than the other, give information about the parent 
who provided you the most financial support during 
the last 12 months or during the most recent year 
you received support.

• If your divorced or widowed parent has remarried, 
also provide information about your step parent.



FAFSA on the Web Worksheet

A family owned and controlled 

small business with 100 or fewer 

full time or full time equivalent 

employees is not reported on the 

FAFSA.



FAFSA On The Web Worksheet

If the student is married at the 

time of filling out the FAFSA, 

spouse’s information must be 

included.



FAFSA On The Web Worksheet



Financial Information

• Applicants can manually enter 1040 tax information 
or transfer it directly from the IRS to their FAFSA

• Electronically filed tax return information will be 
available from the IRS in 1-2 weeks, data from 
paper tax returns will be available in 6-8 weeks

• Once the applicant has successfully authenticated, 
tax data will be presented and the applicant will 
have the option to “Transfer” the tax information to 
the FAFSA
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Grade Level In 2011-2012

When the student begins the 2011-2012 school 

year, what will be his/her grade level?

•Never attended college/1st year

•Attended college before/1st year

•2nd year/sophomore

•3rd year/junior

•4th year/senior

•5th year/other undergraduate

•1st year graduate/professional

•Continuing graduate/professional or beyond
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Degree Or Certificate Objective

• In the 2011-2012 school year, what degree or     

certificate will you, the student, be working on?

• Some options are:

- 1st bachelor’s degree

- Associate degree (occupational or technical  
program)

- Associate degree (general education or transfer 
program)

- Graduate or professional degree
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Work-study, Loans, And TEACH Program

• If the student is interested in work-study (student 
employment), student 
loans, or the TEACH Program, check all  
appropriate boxes

• Indicating interest does not obligate the student 
to either work or borrow, nor will it 
cause the student to lose grants and scholarships

• Not checking work-study and/or loans may 
restrict some options for limited work-study or 
loan funds
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School Selection

• FAFSA on the Web allows the student to list up to 
10 colleges/universities that will receive his/her 
student and parent information

• The student should list the schools he/she is most 
likely to attend, and then list others to which the 
student is applying for admission

• While in the School Selection Section, the student 
will be asked to enter the federal school code for 
each school to which he/she wants information sent

• If the student is applying to more than ten schools, 
wait for the processed Student Aid Report (SAR) 
and add additional schools via the Web                                                           
or by phone using the student PIN

46



School Selection

• The student will be asked to select the housing plan that  
best describes the type of housing the student expects to 
have while attending each listed school

• The choices for housing are:

• On Campus 

• With Parent

• Off Campus

• The student’s choice of housing may affect the amount 
of financial aid for which he/she is eligible.  It is usually 
more expensive to live on or off campus than with 
parents or relatives

• Remember, selecting a housing option is not an 
application for On Campus housing.  Check with the 
colleges/universities for housing information.
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Parent’s Email Address

• Provide a parent e-mail address that will be 
valid at least until the student starts college

• If a parent provides an e-mail address, the 
FAFSA processor will let the parent know 
the student’s FAFSA has been processed 
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Signatures

• Required

– Student

– One parent (dependent students)

• Format

– Electronic using PIN

– Signature Page

– Paper FAFSA



The PIN Options

• Parent or student can create own PIN, or

• Can request FSA to generate a PIN that will 
display on the screen in real time, request that 
it be emailed in real-time, or have it sent via 
postal mail

• Includes a match on name, SSN, and date of 
birth.  If match is successful, the PIN becomes 
permanent.  If the match is unsuccessful, the 
applicant is mailed a SAR for signatures and 
the PIN is disabled.



FAFSA Processing Results

Central Processing System (CPS) notifies student 
of FAFSA processing results by:

• Paper Student Aid Report (SAR) if paper 
FAFSA was filed and student’s email address 
was not provided

• SAR Acknowledgement if FAFSA on the Web 
was filed and student’s email address was not 
provided



FAFSA Processing Results

• CPS notifies student of FAFSA processing 
results by:

– Email notification containing a direct link to 
student’s online SAR if student’s email was 
provided on paper or electronic FAFSA

• Student with PIN may view SAR online at 
www.fafsa.gov

http://www.fafsa.gov/


FAFSA Processing Results

• Institutional Student Information Record (ISIR) 
sent to colleges listed on FAFSA approximately 
10 to 14 days after FAFSA submitted

• College reviews Institutional Student 
Information Record (ISIR) 

– May request additional documentation, such 
as copies of federal tax returns



Student Aid Report (SAR)

• After you apply, you’ll 
receive a Student Aid 
Report, or SAR.

• Your SAR contains the 
information reported on 
your FAFSA Review 
data for accuracy

• Update estimated 
information when actual 
figures are available



Making Corrections

• If necessary, corrections to FAFSA data 
may be made by:

– Using FAFSA on the Web, with Student PIN 
(www.fafsa.gov);

– Updating paper SAR (SAR Information 
Acknowledgement cannot be used); or

– Submitting documentation to college

financial aid office

http://www.fafsa.gov/


Special Circumstances

• Cannot report on FAFSA

• Send explanation to financial aid office at each 
college

• College will review special circumstances:

– Request additional documentation

– Decisions are final and cannot be

appealed to U.S. Department of 

Education

Examples of Special Circumstances:

• Change in employment status

• Medical expenses not covered by insurance

• Change in parent marital status

• Unusual dependent care expenses

• Student cannot obtain parent information



Contact Us

• Call GSFC at 1-800-505-4732

• www.GAcollege411.org

• Email: clientservices@gsfc.org

• Email: thomasf@gsfc.org

• Call 678-495-8101
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Questions?

Thank you!
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