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Livingston’s Mission Statement
The mission of Livingston Elementary School is to foster a community

of students, families, and teachers focused on learning.

Principal’s Ponderings

It is difficult to believe that more than a month of school has passed by.  A lot of praise needs to be given to our students as they have worked diligently to meet expectations of our behavior management plan and state requirements for curriculum and instruction.  I am more confident everyday that Livingston students are capable of meeting the standards, that our families could not be more supportive, and that our staff could not be more professional or committed.  Please continue to know that your child’s education is our first and last concern and your input is vital to their success.  I appreciate all of you!

Shari Thomas, Principal

Silly Bands
There have been some issues on the buses and in the classrooms involving Silly Bands.  Some students are using them as rubber bands to flip other students or as a bargaining tool on the playground and/or in the classrooms and the lunchroom.  Please help us by reinforcing to your students that Silly Bands will not be allowed at school if students cannot leave them on their wrists.
Dismissal for Inclement Weather
Your child’s safety is of the utmost importance to us; therefore, we need to inform you about our alternate dismissal plan during inclement weather.  In the likelihood of a thunderstorm, we will load buses in the car rider lane two buses at a time.  There is a covered walkway on that side of the
building, and it will help protect our students.  This means that it will take longer to load buses, and your children will arrive home later than they normally do.  Students who are picked up will also be late getting home because we will have to wait until all buses are loaded before we can begin the car rider line.  As always, your patience and understanding to ensure student safety is greatly appreciated.

School Council
We currently have two openings for parent representatives on our school council.  The council is an advisory group which meets four times a year.  Nominations are now being accepted.  If you are interested in being a parent representative, please contact Mrs. Thomas (770-784-2930 or thomas.shari@newton.k12.ga.us).   The council meets at 7:00 am.  The dates for this year will be October 26, 2010, January 25, 2011, March 22, 2011, and May 17, 2011.
Dress Code

Parents, I would like to ask for your help.  Some of our boys are wearing pants that are too large to remain at their waists, even with the use of a belt.    We would like to have an atmosphere that promotes success.  Sagging pants do not fit in with this image.  Also, please remember, no spaghetti straps or flip flops.  As for the appropriate length of shorts and skirts, always use the fingertips as a guide.  We truly appreciate your support of our efforts.
Classroom Visits
There are three things we hold dear at Livingston:

1. Teaching your child – Using every minute, resource and skill to maximize learning.

2. Remaining family friendly – Keeping our door open to encourage families to visit and volunteer.

3. Working together – Encouraging partnerships with families, our school can achieve amazing things.

As you spend time with us, we ask that you help us remain true to our commitments by understanding the difference between a classroom visit and a parent conference.
1. Classroom visits – Please limit your interactions to observing instruction or assisting, if requested by the teacher.  We ask that you remain in the class no longer than 20 minutes unless prior arrangements are made with the teacher.
2. Parent conferences – It is important that you know about your child’s performance at school.  However, the simple question, “How is he doing?” requires focused time for discussion.  Please do NOT expect to hold a parent conference during a classroom visit.  If you wish to discuss your child’s progress, please schedule a parent conference by:  
· Writing a note in your child’s agenda 

· Calling the school to leave a message for the teacher 

· Emailing the teacher 

We promise to return your call or message and schedule a time to meet.

Thank you for your understanding and support of Livingston.  We hope you will visit often!

Car Riders

We want to thank the parents that transport their children to and/or from school for abiding by the procedures and traffic flow that have been established.  Our main priority is the safety of students.  
Standardized Testing

Students in second grade will take the Cognitive Abilities Test during the week of September 20 – 24.  Fourth graders will take the Iowa Test of Basic Skills during the same week, September 20 – 24.  Both tests will provide information concerning the achievement levels of our students in those grades.  Please make sure that your child gets to school on time every day that week unless he/she is sick.  Students will not be admitted to class once testing has begun.  Please be sure the students get lots of rest and eat breakfast every day as well.
Book Fair

Livingston will hold its first book fair of the year from September 16 – 22, 2010.  The books and materials will be delivered to Livingston on Wednesday, September 15 so that the book fair can be set up.   If you could volunteer to help set up or work during this event, please contact our media specialist, Betsy Reeves at 770-784-2930 or reeves.betsy@newton.k12.ga.us.  The students love the book fair so we need LOTS OF VOLUNTEERS.
Dates to Remember

Monday, September 6 Labor Day – No School

Thursday, September 9 
Picture Day
Wednesday, September 15
Pre-K Grandparents Day from 8:00 – 8:30
September 16 – 22 Book Fair
September 20 - 24

CogAt Testing – 2nd Grade
ITBS Testing – 4th Grade 

Tuesday, September 21
Title I Parent Orientation Meeting 

Family Book Fair Night
October 18 – 22
Fall Break









