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Teacher Spotlight: Mr. K 
Mr. Andreas Kakavelakis, better known to our students as !Mr. K," is the Foreign Language 

teacher at Veterans Memorial Middle School. He has taught at Veterans since it opened. Mr. K 
was born in Athens, Greece. He came to the United States 
when he was fifteen. He lived in Virginia with his uncle. Mr. K 
says that the biggest difference between America and Greece 
is the way of life. He says that in Greece the people do not de-
pend on cars as much as they do in the United States.  He 
learned a little bit of English in Greece because English was 
taught for a few hours a week in school, but he learned a lot of 
English when he came to the United States. 

Mr. K attended college at New Mexico State University. 
He has a Bachelor of Arts in French and a Master of Arts in 
Education. He has always taught Foreign Language. He taught 
French in Virginia for a year and in South Carolina for five 
years. Then he came to Veterans. He decided to teach at Veter-
ans because he wanted to teach middle school and Veterans 
offered everything he was looking for. He speaks three lan-
guages: Greek, English, and French. He first learned French 
from his wife. 

All of Mr. K#s family is in Greece, except for his wife, Cath-
erine, and his son, Demetri.  His wife is from Rouen, France. 
She has cooked !crepes" for his students every quarter for 
five years. His son is nineteen. He  graduated from Veterans 
the first year the school building was open. It is interesting that he and his wife never eat out. 
They cook French and Greek food at home, and are very happy doing that. Mr. K#s students learn 
a lot from him everyday in Foreign Language.                 By Amanda Harrah and Katherine Haynes 

Mr. K shows excellent school spirit 
on Hat Day during Red Ribbon Week 

Media Center is Brimming with Activity 
The media center has fun things planned for the month of No-

vember$ It has recently acquired seventeen brand new computers for a 
mini-lab. The lab is used for class research projects and a teacher has to 
be present in order for the computers to be used. Also, the media center 
bought twelve new Active Slates, which act as mini% Active Boards. Sev-
enth graders, if you#re looking for a fun way to pass time, why not try In-

venting Elliot? Eighth graders should try reading 
the highlighted eighth grade books, which are by the check -out sta-
tion$ Or try any of the highlighted books. Last month on October 31,  
V.M.M.S had its first story-teller visit. Eloise Davis came to read spooky 
Halloween stories to the excited sixth graders. Remember to read and 
pay all library fines$   By Nancy Ejike and Danielle Glover 
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Wrestling 
Generals 360 staff interviewed Coach Hensley to get 

the update on wrestling.  The scheduled practices began 
Monday October 22. Football players who wish to wrestle 
are joining after Veterans very successful football season. 
There are around forty wrestlers on the team and eighteen 
weight classes. The first meet is scheduled November 28 
against Clements, and it will be held at Veterans. Soon 
after, the Union Grove tournament is scheduled to start on 
December 1. Coach Hensley is optimistic and says that 
this year#s wrestlers are a great group of competitive guys. 

 By Kala Lashley and Kileen Ford 

 

GENERALS BASKETBALL 
Get your shoes tied and jerseys washed because 

basketball season is coming fast$  Tryouts are taking 
place and players are being chosen. The first games 
will be played at the end of November.  The team will start the sea-
son on November 28 at Clement and will play two days later at 
home against Conyers.  The coaches and players hope to have a 
great season and tally as many points as they can on the score-
board.  The coaches are Head  Coach Puckett and Asistant Coach 
Palmer. Everyone needs to come out and support the Generals.  

By  Chris Webb and Max Alas 
 

Back to Back Season CHAMPIONS$$$$$$  
What a year$ On November 1, the Generals football team went to the playoffs and came back with !The Trophy". To recap the 

season, let#s first recognize  the win over Memorial. The second game, VMMS lost to Davis on the home opener after the pep rally, 
but then won at home versus Edwards. The Generals then marched to Cousins and beat them at their home game, and after a week 
long-break, they went to Clements and earned the win. In the next game they came home, and after another pep rally, lost to Indian 
Creek in the fight for the home seed in the playoffs. The Generals# hopes for the championship were drawing nearer and the Eagles 
of Davis made sure they would show them something on their nest$ They were wrong; the mighty Generals stopped the two point 
conversion tier to win the game in a crucial game to go to the championship. The final score was 20 to 22. 

The championship game was next; it was an away game at our home turf. It all came down to this game; no matter who was 
the undefeated team, both were going to play like it was their last. The Generals had the early lead-six to nothing in the first half. 
The second half was a mess with a lot of fumbles and interceptions, the away side of the field would cheer, and out of nowhere the 
home side would cheer. Indian Creek made two unanswered touchdowns, but didn#t convert the two pointers either time. Then, with 
fewer than two minutes to go, the quarterback for Veterans made a long pass of 
what should have been a fumble or interception, but turned into an amazingly 
scored touchdown. Indian Creek, though, stopped the two extra points and the 
game went into overtime. The first overtime was dominated by the offense with 
the two touchdowns that would then go for eight. In the second overtime, Indian 
Creek made a touchdown but failed to put the extra two points on the board. Vet-
erans got the ball and responded with a touchdown$ If they made the two extra 
points,they would win. With a remarkable pass, the Generals gained the big win, 
defeating the undefeated team in the most exciting game in history with a final 
score of 26 to 28. The Generals are now Back to Back Champions$  

By Chris Webb and Max Alas 

Lady Generals Basketball
It#s time for GIRLS# BASKETBALL$ Tryouts started on October 15, 2007. The team was selected on October 18, 

2007. Our team this year is seventh grade: Cornisha Cody, Paige Hood, Jabria James, Tiara Jones, Bretia Omoruyi, Kacilyn 
Palo, Meagan Tucker, Mone Watson and eighth grade: Emily Almand, Miesha Banks, Taylor Carlton, Branda 
Fleischauer, Kate Palo, Gabrielle Sherwood, Justice Smith, and Okeema Turk. Coach Fulton says the girls on 
the team have a good attitude, are willing to practice, and also have good academic skills. The season starts 
with a game at Clements on November 28. Another game is scheduled at home against Conyers Middle 
School. Goals Coach Fulton has for this season are to get to know the players and for the players do their 
best to meet all expectations, winning the championship.                          By Lisa Rainford and Okeema Turk 



 

Veterans Day$ 
Veterans Day is a holiday that honors American veterans of war. This article focuses especially on veterans of the Battle 

of Normandy, more commonly known as D- Day. The term D-Day is often used in military dialect to symbolize the day on which 
a combat attack or operation is to be accomplished. The Battle of Normandy, !D-Day" was when U.S troops and allies invaded 
Omaha Beach in France. The purpose of this was to get troops on the ground in an attempt to liberate France. It was a huge 
turning point in the war. After the U.S. and allies gained a foothold in Normandy, they were able to destroy much of the German 
occupation forces, liberate France, and continue to march across Europe and ultimately destroy Germany. 

Generals 360 staff interviewed Billy Morris a veteran who was at Omaha Beach on the day after D-Day. He was drafted in 
the Army when he was eighteen years old. He went to Missouri for training. He has a twin brother who came down with the flu 
the day before they were sent to training. They were both sent to different places. His mother wrote President Roosevelt telling 
him that he and his twin brother had never been apart, and that they were separated. They were then put in the same camp. 
Then he was shipped to New York Harbor and England where he received advanced training.  

He landed on Omaha Beach on June 8, 1944. He says there were ships as far as you could see, and at about dusk all the 
guns on the ships were firing. He describes it as the sky being lit up. He was discharged on Decem-
ber 30, 1945. He says when he got home the people welcomed them with opened arms. He says 
that everybody was willing to help.  
         When he returned to the states, he finished school and took a business course. The military has 
changed his life in so many ways. He says they biggest change was that he went from a country boy 
to a man who has been all over the world.  The Generals 360 staff is grateful to honor veterans like 
Billy Morris on Veterans Day.                 By Amanda Harrah and Molly Tate 
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Club News 
Chess Club % Sponsored by Ms. Cole, the club meets on Tuesdays at 8 am in room C3 to challenge members to improve their games. 
Drama Club - Sponsor Mrs. Garvin and Co-Sponsor Mrs. DeBrosse are leading the Drama Club this year. The Christmas play for December 
has been chosen, but if you are still interested in helping, you can stop by E-7 on E wing 8th grade hall for information. The club will be per-
forming &The Velveteen Rabbit" with a cast of 16.  The performance will be December 11 in the Cafeteria.  Drama Club is also performing a 
portion of the play for the Literacy Day Competition - Drama Section.  They rehearse Mondays and Wednesdays until 4:30. 
GEMS %Girls Engaged in Meaningful Service. The club is having a lollipop sale beginning November 5, 2007. The money raised will be used 
for two purposes: Adopt-A-Family for Christmas and to supplement operating funds for more club activities. The club is also in the process of 
coordinating a basketball game during school connections. In order to get into the game, students must bring a canned food item or '1.00. 
All proceeds will go to a local food pantry. 
First Priority - Make God First with First Priority$ The sponsor is Coach Hensley. First Priority is a Christian Leadership Club where students 
can have the opportunity to achieve their leadership skills while living out their Christian beliefs. They meet every Friday from 8:00 to 8:30 in 
the Chorus room.  
Knitting and Crocheting Club- Ms. Cole is the sponsor, and they meet on Wednesday mornings at 7:45 am in room C3.  Anyone interested 
can join at any time. 
World Cultures Club % Members meet every Tuesday from 4-5 where they learn how to appreciate cultures around the world. Mr. Johnson, 
the sponsor, is back with even more cool stuff for the members this year. Interested students can find Mr. Johnson in room D-8.  

By Lisa Rainford, Nicole Short, and Kelsie Hicks  

VMMS Students Take Control in Ms. Walton#s Class 
Mrs. Walton, an eight grade Language Arts Teacher here at Veterans Memorial, presented a 

little challenge for all the students in her class. This challenge was a project in the form of a student 
teacher lesson plan. In this project, students were teachers for a maximum of fifteen minutes. The stu-
dents taught an assigned subject with a rubric they followed. Lessons had to be on the chosen topic, 
well thought- out and prepared, legible and clear to understand. The students needed at least one 
(written or typed) page on the topic and a poster, or audio-visual aid in the explanation of the presenta-
tion. They also needed to prepare handouts for each student for assessment purposes. If the student 
had a partner, proof was needed that the work was shared equally. Overall, students performed very 
well, some think as well as Veterans staff. VMMS students enjoyed learning from their peers.  

By Nancy Ejike, Destiny McKnight, and Rebba Hicks 



 

Important Reminders 

 ! Parents can now look at their child#s progress in school. Just visit https://studenttrack.newton.k12.ga.us.  To log in, the 
student#s social security or birth date, student number, and grade must be entered. 

 ! Parents can now pay for their child#s meals on-line.  To do so, they need to go to the Newton County Schools website,  
http://www.newtoncountyschools.org and click on Meal pay Plus and follow the instructions. 

 ! Car riders may not be dropped off before 7:45 am. 
 ! The bus riders should NOT go to concessions before going to the bus. 

By Molly Tate 
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Red Ribbon Week 
       Spirit was in the air during Red Ribbon Week. You could tell everyone 
was committed to be drug free by the way they were acting during Red Rib-
bon Week. 
      On Monday, students wore red and everywhere there were splashes of 
red$ It was an amazing red turnout. Tuesday, everyone wore their favorite 
hat. It was probably one of the school#s favorite days. Boots, boots, boots$ 
On Wednesday people wore boots. Knee high boots, rain boots, high heeled 
boots, fishing boots, and more appeared on boot day. Boots could be heard 
squeaking as people walked down the hall. Thursday was TACKY DAY which 
was obvious as one walked down the halls. People wore things inside out, 
over other things, and things no one would probably every wear in pub-
lic*.unless it#s tacky day of course$ It was probably one of the school#s tacki-
est Thursdays. There was a swirl of different team colors as you walked 
down the hall on Friday. Everyone wore their favorite team jerseys, and eve-
ryone was fired up for the annual teacher vs. student basketball game. 
Sadly, all the student teams lost. Some teams lost by one point and others 
by six. But that did not crush the school#s spirit$ There#s still next year of 
course$ It was one of the best Red Ribbon Weeks the school has ever had. 

By Emilie Vanderwolf and Jessica Summers 
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Thanksgiving Break 

Agenda Focus: Weapons 
November#s Agenda focus is on weapons. One thing important to the 

staff of Veterans Memorial and other Newton 
County schools is the students# safety, accord-
ing to the Mission Statement. Newton County 
wants to ensure that students are safe from 
bodily harm and weapons are a concern. Any 
student caught with a !weapon" or !tool" will 
be disciplined with a minimum ten day suspen-

sion and the student will be referred to a formal hearing. Students 
need to aware that any student who comes to school with a pocket 
knife will be considered in possession of a weapon. Chains around the 
neck or waist will also be considered  weapons. To find out more infor-
mation about the rules concerning weapons, look in the Agenda on 
pages 31-32.

By Nathaniel Hodges and Samantha Wade 

Benchmark Practice at Home 
Veteran#s students no longer have to wait to get 

the Benchmark practice theys need at school. Veterans 
Memorial Middle School#s website now has a practice 
test that students can take anytime. Go to http:/ /
www.georgiaoas.org. To access the program, type the 
following: 

User ID 707204student lunch number 
Password student lunch number 

This is a great way to practice for all of the tests 
that really affect students. It can also help the eighth 
graders make sure that students are  prepared for the 
upcoming CRCT$ Go try it out and see$ 

By Kala Lashley 

Attention Readers! 
The Generals 360 newsletter is available in digital form only. It is linked to our school web site and available via e-mail. 
If you are interested in receiving it electronicall y every month, we need your e-mail address. Send an e-mail to  
esguerra.carla@newton.k12.ga.us  letting us know that you are interested. Here at VMMS, we believe that all parents/
guardians should stay informed of all that is going on at our school and we are pleased to give you this option. Thank 
you for your interest in your child"s education! 
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Learning A New Language 
Generals 360 staff members recently interviewed the new E.S.O.L. teacher, Mrs. Cheryl Roddenberry. ESOL stands for 

English, Spanish and Other Languages. Mrs. Roddenberry tells Generals 360 that she has six groups of students, three at 
Cousins Middle School and three at Veterans. She has worked for twenty-two years as a teacher, seven of them with students 
who speak two languages. She can speak two languages herself: English and Spanish. Mrs. Roddenberry says that it is hard-
est to work with students who are not motivated. She says the E.S.O.L. program helps students speak, read, and write better 
in English. She really likes for her students to have confidence in her and to think of her as a friend as well as a teacher. 

Mrs. Roddenberry also says that that she loves being a teacher and that it is her life, other than her grandchildren. She 
is married and has two children, a daughter who is thirty-one years old and a son who is twenty-one years old. Her husband, 
Denis Roddenberry, is an assistant principal and the athletic director at Eastside High School. Mrs. Roddenberry was born in 
Wyoming, moved around a lot when she was young, but settled in Texas during the sixth grade, where she began learning 
Spanish.. This interview was conducted by two of Mrs. Roddenberry#s Spanish-speaking students. Here is the artcle in Spa-
nish: 

 Este mes los estudiantes de Generals 360 entrevistaron a la nueva maestro de 
ESOL Mrs. Roddenberry. ESOL significant Inglés y  otros lenguajes. Mrs. Roddenberry 
tiene seis grupos de estudiantes, tres en Cousins y tres en VMMS. Ella tiene como vein-
tidós  años como maestra, dieciséis han sido con estudiantes que hablan dos idiomas. 
Ellas puede hablar dos idiomas, Ingles y Español. Mrs.Roddenberry le dijo a Generals 
360 que haveses no es fácil trabajar con los estudiantes porque no están motivados. 
Ella dice que el programa de ESOL les ayuda a los estudiantes a hablar, leer, y escribir 
en Ingles. A ella le gusta mucho que sus estudiantes le tengan confianza y que puedan 
ver la como una amiga. Mrs.Roddenberry dijo que a ella le gusta mucho ser maestra y 
que es su vida después de sus nietas .Ella es casada y tiene dos hijos, una hija de 31 
años y un hijo de 29 años. Su esposo se llama Denis Rodennberry y es el asistente prin-
cipal y director atlético en Eastside. Mrs.Roddenberry nacio en Whyoming y crecio en 
Texas, donde aprendio español, pero ella se modo mucho quando chica.      By Wendy Navarrete and Monica Lugo 

Peer Helpers 
  This year Veterans has a whole new group of peer helpers. What are peer helpers? 
Peer helpers are students hand-picked by the counselors who are trained to help their peers 
with many different issues.  Some of these include tutoring, mediation, and just helping stu-
dents with things that they cannot handle on their own. Requirements to be a peer helper in-
clude good grades, leadership skills, and good behavior.  This year#s peer helpers are Amanda 
Barrentine, Kayla Belcher, Bret Dunn, Cierra Bethune, Almee Ergle, Dallas Esguerra, Shanteria 
Griffin, Drew Kendall, Shawn King, Crystal Lively, Tristen Mathis, Wendy Navarrete, Rita Shas-
tiko, Vivian Stanley, and Selena Vance. These students are willing, able individuals who care 
about people and their feelings.     By Tristen Mathis and Cierra Bethune 

Thanksgiving$ 
MMMMM. People can already smell the feasts that 
are about to happen$ Thanksgiving is celebrated in 
many different ways. For some people Thanksgiv-

ing is all about the food; for others it#s a religious celebration, and for others it#s a celebra-
tion of the pilgrim#s survival. Thanksgiving Day is known for bringing people together in cele-
bration. The first traditional Thanksgiving was in Canada in 1578; Martin Frobisher held a 
ceremony to give thanks for surviving the long journey. Eventually, the pilgrims established it 
as a tradition. The one thing that can never be forgotten is the great food$ Many people 
choose to go to church on Thanksgiving Day to give thanks, or show gratitude to God. No 
matter how you choose to celebrate Thanksgiving, it will always be a great holiday$ Thanks-
giving should never be forgotten.          By Molly Tate and Wendy Navarrete 

Chorus Concert 
The Fall Chorus Concert 
will be Thursday,  
November 15, 2007 at 
4:45pm in the cafete-
ria.  All are welcome to 
attend.   It will last ap-
proximately thirty min-
utes.  All grades/choirs 
will perform.  


