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Veterans is # 1 with Mr. Cher Important Dates

Mr. Jeffrey Cher is Veteran!s newest administratand Generals 360 staff had a great timg
as they recently chatted with Mr. Cher. Most waln't believe this of an assistant principal, bd
he is a very funny and interesting person, even vistriving hard to get his job done. He can October 1-5
from Eastside High School where he taught math, atd@ed soccer, and was in charge of the psg Fall Break
rallies. He earned his degree in education at GedagSouth
Western State University, but also attended severather
colleges. He went to Georgia Tech for his Sophormgrear,
Piedmont for his Masters Degree, Argosy for his Syedist
Degree, and he also attended Macon College.

QOctober 8

Student Holiday (Teacher|
Recordings)

Mr. Cher is married to Lori and has a beautiful dgh-§ QOctober 9
ter. His daughter, Layna, is two years old. While high} A Beginning of Second
school, he played football, even though he says lsehot S Nine Weeks
very athletic. Mr. Cher loves to run in his sparére. He is 4
currently planning a race against Ms. House, one ¥eter- QOctober 10
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ans! eighth grade teachers, and he is confident heill win" [ \ é} N
He is a huge Georgia Bulldog fan. He loves all kindf mu-"® S
sic and taught himself to play a little guitar. October 11

Though Mr. Cher has been in education for about tgmars, this is hisfirst year as an admif

istrator. He did not always want to be an administtor. At one time he wanted to be a radj Report Cards Issued
jockey" Mr. Cher is extremely excited about the VI8Mtudent body. He is impressed by th
amazing extra curricular activities, the wonderfudpirit in the students, and how well they do i Qctober 17
academics. Recently, Mr. Cher attended the schoohiice and was very impressed how fast st Football against Indian

Football at Clements

dents moved while at the dance, and he wishes studes would move that fast in the hallway Creek at Home
Overheard using his Spanish with one of VeteranssBL students, he explained that while coac

ing soccer he learned a little Spanish to help thetam. One of his future goals for VMMS is October 24
incorporate more technology in the classrooms to rka learning more active, more engagin Football Play-offs
and more entertaining. According to Mr. Cher, Veterans is theamber one school in Newto

County, and Mr. Cher wants to continue to make VMMSlace of learning and growth. He wou Qctober 31
love VMMS to be number one in the state and believé is possible. By Molly Tate an

Halloween
Wendy Navarrete

Egypt Visits VMMS D & Veterans wemorial

Middle School

Students in Mrs. Kelley!s and Ms. Westieventh grade Socia
Studies classes just finished excellent Egyptian gjects" They worket : 13357 Brown Bridge Road
I hard on the projects to get gool =0 Covington, GA 30016

" grades and some of the best prc =
jects were put on display in the N |
Media Center. Students chose ti' ‘
make a pyramid, a mummy an
sarcophagus, or a portrait of

famous Egyptian pharaoh. Every-

one involved should be very proud of the studentdiard
work. By Samantha Wade and KathmriHaynes
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Let!s Eat"

from Le

ing skills
students

Grab
forks and spoons
and dig in'
had Ms. Jami Jack-
son, a chef,

'Veterans

Bleu in Atlanta and
demonstrate cook-

your

visit
Cordon

for the
in the

Family Consumer Science class" Ms. Jackson
first became interested in cooking when she
was young. Ms. Jackson came in and talked
with the students and told them about the

work she does at Le Cordon Bleu. She also
prepared delicious food for the staff and stu-
dents. She made baked chicken, rice, salad
that had a variety of greens, carrots, and cu-
cumbers, and she also made wonderful
sweet tea. The staff and students really en-

joyed her visit.

By Rebba Hicks and Jessica Summers
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Recycling

Did you know that our school, good $ole VMMS, has own little recy-
cling plant? Yes, Mr. Bighy, a sixth grade teacham E hall, is heading up Vet-
erans! recycling program. He has a recycling truplarked outside the school
every Monday to collect all types of paper productsie also collects other
recyclable items like cans and plastic goods. Vetms receives money for
some of the items he recycles, and other items amecycled just to help the
environment.

Recycling is very beneficial to our world. It halpis keep our world clean.
But not all of us recycle. Most people do not redgs and that is causing ma-

T4

jor problems for our environment. Most people
ask %Why should | care what | throw in the gar-
bage?& The answer to that is landfills in the
world are starting to get too full. Garbage is
being dumped in oceans, rivers, and lakes.
Recycling helps decrease solid waste disposal
in landfills. It also provides fiber that can be
reused to make new material, so less raw ma-
terial is purchased and used. Recycling saves
money and our environment.
By Antione Hairston
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Veterans Football Team Takes the FHeld!

The first game was a success" The Generals bééemorial in the away game and headed for the homfgeld. The next
game was a home game opener. Wednesday after thepmrlly, Veterans, play-
ing against Davis, walked to the field as the faved of the two, but in the end,
Veterans had a disappointing defeat, losing by twanints. They won the home
game against Edwards with a 16-6 win, trying bottcaring times for the two
extra points. Next, the team went to Cousins whethey came out with a close
victory allowing the players to claim. %We almost beat, but we came back in
the end.& The Generals are 3 and 1 so far, 2 and 0 on the road, and 1 and 0 at
home. During October, they have two games; Wednagdagainst Clements

and the 17t versus Indian Creek.

As long as the Generals keep winning, the ptdfychances are great. The team just can!t lose orgame or the playoff hopes
will vanish" The players are practicing almost eyeday to make it. Come to support the Generals ihe gridiron matches be-
tween the Generals and their rivals. By Chris Webb and Max
Alas

Lady Generals Softball

The V.M.M.S. softball players are saying ithgoodbyes as the %Lady Generals& for the yeat
This year!s season was a complete success. Not owligl the Lady Generals defeat every one of
their opponents at the games, but they entered thHew Rock Tournament. At the New Rock Tour-
nament our Lady Generals rivaled against Conyersddie School and won 11-1. The Lady Gener-
als won the first round at the New Rock Tournamerdnd moved on to the second round. Coach
Sammons said they had a very good, high energy ganbeit were unable to defeat Davis Middle
school with a final score of 7-5. Some of the extadinary highlights of this year!s softball seas
include having an undefeated 9-0 regular season, héing Indian Creek two times, scoring many
runs, and having new softball players playing for.M.M.S. Coach Sammons expresses many
thanks to all the parents and softball fans who camand supported the Lady Generals By Danielle Glover

Cheerleaders Head to Competition

The stomps of the Generals! cheerleadetan be heard from a mile away. On Septem-
ber 21 in Jones County eighteen of the cheerleadergere chosen to go to the competition in
* which they received third place. Then on Septemb28 in Grayson County eleven teams com-
@ peted. Our girls did not place, but they hit evestunt perfectly and no one got hurt. The cap-

| tains this year are Ashley Wilkerson, Danika Lewand Jordan Korn. Fans will be so happy to
) see the same cheerleaders that were cheering fordtball cheering during basketball season.
By Kelsie Hicks and Nicole Short

TakedownTime!

Wrestling is right around the corner. Voluntary cditioning begins October 15followed
by tryouts on the 29. Coach Hensley is expectingoatter year than last, so all you wrestlers
get ready. There are only thirty- four to forty sisoopen. The wrestlers who were on the
team last year are not guaranteed a definite spotrothe team, but have a good chance
Coach Hensley has planned a lot of hard work andpects victories this year. He thinks
there is a good chance to win the championship thigear and add a banner to the gym wall.

By Justice Smith



Agenda Spotlight

This month the agenda spotlight is focused on theress code. It is very important to keep oul | "\
school environment safe and orderly without distrédons and disruptions that will interfere with or nder- | A
mine our learning process. There are a lot of ad that students break. The most common for the bsy I

is baggy pants. For girls there are many infraati® such as skin belts (where part of their stomacis
showing) and short skirts. All students who do nabmply with the dress code will be reported to thedministrative office
and must change into acceptable garments. To makertain everyone is one the same page, Generals 36ad decided to

give you some examples of correct and incorrect aés"

By Cierra Bethune and Tristen Mathis

Baby Boom at Veterans

Veterans Memorial Middle School is experiéng a Baby
Boom" Many teachers have recently had children oreaex-
pecting their.new babies soon. Coach Ty Hensleydanis wife
are now the proud parents of a beautiful baby gifvery, born
September 28. Cgach Roberts-and his wife welcometieir
son Walker, on Manday, September 24, at 3:54 p.mWalker
joined the world at a healthy 7+ pounds. Mr. and Mr Garvin
and Mr. and Mrs. Taylor are stocking up on diapeas they are
also expecting in October. They are joyfully atirag their sec-
ond baby boys. Mrs. Bowman is expecting in Januaand Mr.
Hollier!s wife is expecting in_February. In additioto these,
Mrs. Turner, Mrs. Gore, Mrs. Herring, Mrs. Gardnand Mr.
Robinson are either expecting or have recently hazhildren.
The future is looking bright as we focus on our fute Gener-
als.

By Kala Lashley and Kileen Ford stay safe.

oy Halloween is Here
Trick or treat, which one will you do? Halloween jsist
around the corner so everyone better be ready fdr Hallow-
een is a very old holiday that dates back to the ament
Celtic festival of Samhin (pronounced Sow-in). Hailleen
was first celebrated on November first in what areow Ire-
land, the United Kingdom, and northern France. lalfs at
the end of the summer and the beginning of the coldark
winter days which are often associated with deatfthe Celts
used to believe that on this night the boundary beteen the
living and the dead became blurred. They would weaos-
tumes and tell each others! fortunes. This year Haween is
on a Wednesday, so students need to not stay outadate.
Trick or treaters might want to be aware of the spéy
ghosts and goblins that are out and about. Have fuand
By Okeema Turk and JustiamiSth

Dancin! the Night Away

VMMS was really raising the roof at the schaddnce that took place on Tuesday, September 18. Teachers, students, and
counselors, and even the people running the concdss stand were getting in the dancing mood, and sankids even
started the train, three times" People were moving the beat of %Soulja Boy,& %Digital,& and mtmgy songs as they
danced the night away"

%It was awesome"& says Antoine Hariston

1 %It was one of the best dances welve ever put to-
gether"& says an anonymous drama student.

%It was fun and energetic"& said yet another studen

All students were allowed to attend and all kdaa great time. We had over 300 students participat and the Drama Club
raised 400 dollars. Overall, everyone had a greairte and we hope to have another dance soon"
By Nathaniel Hodges and Emily Vanderwolf



GEMS - Girls Engaged in Meaningful Service

GEMS, one of Veterans! newest clubs, is gedteward providing quality instruction, educationandeav-
ors, social settings, and volunteerism within theotnmunity where the members live. The club is desiga to
allow the young women to discuss current issues, tevelop leadership skills, to have fellowship amgn
other young women, and to conduct community servigeojects. Expectations include high academic stan-
dards, desired behavior, and in striving towards egllence in their community. GEMS help create a twile at
VMMS that values compassion, cooperation, and resgie GEMS meets every week on Wednesday, alternat-
ing between before school meetings and after schooieetings. There is a one-time membership payment o

'1.00 (yearly). Because members of GEMS are expext to conduct themselves in a respectable manner,embers of GEMS
who receive ISS more than one time will be deniedembership. Members of GEMS who receive OSS or Pebjgecision one
time will automatically be excused from the club.

In September, the club sponsored a military care pkage collection through homeroom participation. t&dents collected
over 2200 items. The top homerooms, who receivedraovie and popcorn period, were as follows: Mr. WiitMs. Ward, and
Ms. White. Some anticipated calendar events inclada canned food drive, Adopt A Family for Christmasd participation in
Relay for Life in the spring. By DestinycKhight

Important Reminders

I Parents can now look at their child!s progress irtisool. Just visithttps://studenttrack.newton.k12.ga.us. To log in, the stu-
dent!s social security or birth date, student numbyeand grade must be entered.

! Parents can now pay for their child!ls meals on-linélo do so, they need to go to the Newton CountyhSols website, http://
www.newtoncountyschools.orgnd click on Mealpay Plus and follow the instruotis.

! Car riders may not be dropped off before 7:45 am.

! The bus riders should NOgo to concessions before going to the bus.

! To receive this newsletter via e-mail every montkend an e-mail to
esguerra.carla@newton.k12.ga.ustating a request to be placed on the Generals 36Rewsletter Subscription List.

Teacher Spotlight: Mr. Hopkins

Mr. Allen %Kent& Hopkins is a seventh grade sogetgacher. He has been teach-
ing at Veterans since it opened. Before that he tght at Cousins and Clements. He has
taught for twenty five years, and has always taugkeventh grade science. In his very ip-
teresting classroom he has two snakes, Lemonhead arsnickers. He has all kinds of cogl
posters on the wall. You can tell by walking intashclassroom that he really gets into Sdi-
ence.

Mr. Hopkins has not always lived in Newton Countye grew up in south Atlanta.
He did not move to Newton County until 1982. He les to travel all over the world. H
has been to a lot of different places including Atralia, Alaska, China, England, The Ama-
zon Rain Forest, the Galapagos Islands, Hawaii, Mex Canada, the Andes Mountain
and the Caribbean Islands, He has also traveled alver the United States. Other hobbigs
that keep him occupied are reading and fishing. Pictured above is Mr. Hopkins hold

Mr. Hopkins is a great teacher. He has taught marstudents a lot of thingging Lemonhead with the help of M.
about Science. %Mr. Hopkins is a great science tieac He is really fun, and we learnedjohnson, a teacher on his team.
a lot,& says a former student of Mr. Hopkins. By Amanda Harrah and Zebulun Hodges

Media Corner

! For the month of October the Media Center recommengdetting %caught& in the Web of Reading"

! As you know, Veterans just had a book fair. The aumi of money raised was, on estimate, twelve hundiledollars. The
money will be used to buy supplemental materials sb as computers and more books. Sixteen new compus will be
added to the media center to make a mini-lab in thikack, while more will be added in the front to tat
thirtynew computers with new software"

! Please remember students, that the library is a pia for fun and learning. This can be achieved by talk-
ing, but WHISPERIN@ the library. Everyone needs to remember thatydave two weeks to return library
books. You may renew the books, but if you don't, after two weeks ydll owe five cents a day.

I Since the first book fair of the year was such a saess, another will be planned this month" Therelixlso
be fresh greenery sales, and the benefits will go Ms. Housel!s son, Ryan, for an operation.

By Nancy Ejike and Destiny McKnight




Sixth Grade Chorus Shines

The sixth grade chorus sounded
lovely as they sang in memory of the
tragedy that happened six years ago
on September 11. A video was pro-
duced by the eighth grade video pro-
duction class and teacher, Mr. Hart-
man. In the video, the chorus per-

formed a Patriotic M.edley Yog-re aWednesday morning, September 26 at 7:30 am,
Grand Old Flag, This Land is Your
. . ) . students, teachers, and parents gathered at the
Land, America The Beautifuhnd God Bless The USAThe video was viewed : .

i flag pole in front of VMMS to pray for family,
by the entire school on September 12. The chorus vked very hard, prac-

icinal for ab h h ; Mr. Wr. the ch h friends, and community members. %See You At
ticing for about a month on the performance. Mr. Mer, the chorus teacher, -, boies is an annual nationwide orayer event.

says that in order to make this performance spectadar, they had to focus Not only did students and teachers participate
together and memorize the songs. There were aboukty-five sixth graders; .o pt people all over Newton County, Georgia
who performed on the video. They did an awesome j@nd represented ;.4 the entire United States observed this day.

Veterans! chorus department very well. _ By Nathaniel Hodges and Emilie Vanderwolf
By Destiny McKnight and Wendy Navarrete

Club News

Chess Club * Sponsored by Ms. Cole, it meets on Tuesdays at & & room C3 to challenge members to improve thegames.
Drama Club - Sponsor Mrs. Garvin and Co-Sponsor Mrs. DeBroase leading the drama club this year. The club bag meet-
ing in August and the Christmas play for Decembeasibeen chosen, but if you are still interested, wacan stop by trailer eight
(T8) for information. The clubwill be performing k& Velveteen Rabbit& with a cast of 16. The perfaance will be December
11 in the Cafeteria. Drama club is also performing portion of the play for the Literacy Day Compidn - Drama Sec-
tion. They rehearse Mondays and Wednesdays untiBa.

GEMS *Girls Engaged in Meaningful Service. In SeptemhegsEMS sponsored a military care package collectithmough home-
room participation. They collected over 2200 itemsThe top collectors, who received a movie and papa period, were as
follows: Ms. Ward, Mr. White, and Ms. White. GEM®ets every Wednesday either before school or aftecthool. See sponsors
Ms. Jones or Ms. Jackson if you are interested oirjing.

First Priority - Make God First with First Priority" The spondsrCoach Hensley. First Priority is a Christian ldesship Club
where students can have the opportunity to achievieir leadership skills while living out their Clgiian beliefs. They meet
every Friday from 8:00 to 8:30 in the Chorus roonn September, they participated in %See You At Bwe&, (pictured above)
Knitting and Crocheting Club- Ms. Cole is the sponsor, and they meet on Wednesdaornings at 7:45 am in room C3. Anyone
interested can join at any time.

World Cultures Club * Members meet every Tuesday from 4-5 where thegdrn how to appreciate cultures around the world.
Mr. Johnson, the sponsor, is back with even more acstuff for the members this year. Interested stughts can find Mr. John-
son in room D-8. By Rebba Hicks and Jess@ammers

Pump It Up Generals

The Generals are back in action, better than eveMot just the sports teams, but the whole school sheed their spirit at the
pep rally held on September 12. Veterans studentwere all
really pumped for the cheerleaders, softball playger and espe-
cially the football team. The cheerleaders had brdmew cheers,
and the coaches introduced the softball and footbateams. Mr.
Mistovich, Veterans first principal, came and passgeon the Gen-
erals Helmet to Mr. Arena, and then the there was@mpetition
to see who would win the Spirit Stick. Eighth gracde out-
screamed every other grade and was awarded the stievith a
general on top. Mr. Arena claimed it was the %besip rally Vet-

erans Memorial Middle School has ever had.&
By Katherine Haynes and Samantha Wade




