Wildcat World News

OUR MISSION:

To provide an exemplary education for all students to become productive participants in our community.

OUR VISION:

West Newton Elementary School will continue to be a high performing school where all are motivated to make a difference in the school community.
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Principal’s Reflections
Dear Parent(s),

Parents the CRCT will take place April 19-
23, and we want to make certain that you
are well informed. On April 1, we are
providing a brief meeting on the
importance of the CRCT and how each of
you can help your son or daughter be
successful on the test. Please arrive on
April 1, by 6:00pm so that you can be
served dinner. We are having spaghetti,
salad, dessert and a beverage. Please
come out and show your support for your
students and our school. We need you.

Also, parents we are preparing for our
Spring Fling that will take place on April
16, from 5-7pm. We are in need of your
support to ensure that this event is a
success. We need the following items
donated: beverages, individually bagged
and store bought cookies, chips and
desserts. We ask that parents purchase
wrist bands ($10 per child and $5 for each
additional child) and Meal tickets ($5 Chic-
fil-a sandwich, drink, chips & cookie and
$3 Pizza, drink and chips) in advance. The
price for wristbands will allow students to
participate in all games and activities, but
will not include food items. Additional
flyers will be sent home in Wednesday
folders to keep you informed.

Parents we will also have the following
vendors on site during the Spring Fling:
e Diabetes of Atlanta for free
Diabetes screening
e  Liberty Mutual Insurance
Company
e Newton County Health
Department (free health
screenings)
e  Walmart Vision Center (free
vision screenings)
e  Golden Girls (Sell your gold and
receive a check on the spot).
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Parents we also requesting that you
return the Lifetouch photos that were
sent home a week ago. Picture packets
must be returned if you are purchasing
partial pictures from the packets and if
you decide not to make a purchase.
Students will not receive their reports on
April 1 if picture packets are not returned.
We hope that you purchase pictures so
that you can always remember your
child’s elementary school experience.

Dr. Takila Curry, Principal

ELL
All ELL students in grades 1-5 will be
taking the CRCT test in April. This test is
used as a tool to help determine whether
students have met grade level standards.
Please review and practice any study
materials that your child’s teacher sends
home. As always, encourage your child to
stay focused and to do their best on the
test!
ELL Team

Physical Education
Jump Rope for Heart was great! The

students had a wonderful time
jumping rope, eating snacks, and duct
taping Mr. Matthews to the wall.
West Newton raised over $800 for the
American Heart Association. That
money will be used to save lives.
Thank you to everyone that
participated.

Field day shirts are still on sale until
Friday, April 2. Make sure you buy
one before the sale ends. The price is
only $8. Send you order form and
money to Mr. Matthews in the front
lobby each morning from 7:00-7:45.
Thank you!
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Mr. Chad Matthews <><
West Newton PE

WNES Art Department:

Happy Spring, West Newton Parents and
Students! The art room is a hopping
place! We are studying public art and will
be discussing kites from all around the
world. You might even catch Ms. Johns
trying to fly one day after school! The
WNES Art Club is making Tie Dye Shirts
Thursday, April 15. Art organizations in
Newton and Rockdale are beginning to
enroll for their summer camps (email Ms.
Johns for info). In Atlanta, the High
Museum is starting a new exhibit, The
Allure of the Automobile. If you cannot
make it to Atlanta, check out the rotating
collection of art on display at the Gallery
on the Covington square. Or, try to visit
some of the public art located around
Covington and Conyers.

Melissa Johns, Art Teacher

Kindergarten Team

KINDERGARTEN FUN!

April will be a busy month for
Kindergarten! We are very excited about
our Easter Egg hunt which will take place
on Friday, April 2. We will begin our
theme “Spring is Here” in reading. We are
continuing to learn High Frequency Words
and blending sounds together to read
words. The students are reading books
which have the High Frequency Words
that they have been working on all year,
as well as, words that are decodable. “A
World of Animals” is the last reading
theme for the year. It will begin the last
week of April. We will continue to work
on addition, subtraction, and solving
problems in math. The students will focus
on being able to “show what they know.”
Please continue to practice High
Frequency Words, Missing Numbers, and
Number Identification with your child
every night. Also please sign your child’s



agenda each night. Thank you for your
support!
The Kindergarten Team

First Grade Team

First Grade News

We are really gearing up for the CRCT in
first grade. We are reviewing skills and
getting our brains ready. You can do your
part at home by:

e Making sure your child gets
enough sleep each night.
Research has shown many
children do not get enough
sleep. It is difficult to focus
when you’re tired.

e Please have your child eat
breakfast either at home or at
school. Busy brains need fuel.

. Have your child to school on
time. Stress hinders memory.

. Encourage a positive attitude. A
confident and happy student
does better during testing.

Please remember to keep sending in
box tops and Campbell’s soup labels.
We are also still collecting for Soles
for Souls. Please bring in your gently
worn shoes. There are children who
walk to school each day on dirty
streets with no shoes. We can help
them. Thank you.

Second Grade Team
This month the children will read story

selections from our last reading theme,
Talent Show. The stories they read will
emphasizes stories have realistic
characters and events in a fictional plot,
Realistic Fiction. The comprehension skills
will focus on Author’s Viewpoint, Noting
Details, and Problem Solving. The children
will continue to participate in Writer’s
Workshop. Our last writing genre is
“Responding to Literature”. The children
will respond in their writing to the
literature they read and are exposed to in
their workshops. The week of April 12-16
the children will review all the standards
necessary to be successful on the GACRCT.
During the week of the test there will be
no homework. Early to bed, early to rise,

eat healthy, keep your mind sharp, and
we all will do fine!

Please continue to supply your child with
notebook paper, pencils, crayons, scissors,
and glue sticks. All classrooms are in need
of kleenex tissues and hand sanitizer.

Thank you for your continued support,

Grade Two Team

Third Grade Team

Dear Parents,

This 9 weeks we are still practicing our
basic math facts and problem solving
skills. In reading, we are continuing to
work with the students on comprehension
skills. The CRCT is almost here and over
the break you should continue to work on
these skills at home. During the week of
testing please be sure that your student is
present and on time. Remember, your
student my also practice these skill on
Georgia OAS and Study Island. If you have
any questions or concerns, please feel
free to contact your student’s teacher.
Thanks,

Third Grade Team

Fabulous Fourth Grade

Fourth graders are busy reviewing basic
skills and continuing to progress toward
meeting the GPS. The current focus in
math is decimals. We are completing the
study of the Solar System, the phases of
the moon and the constellations. Fourth
graders are learning about the formation
of our country and its government. As
always, we encourage reading every night
for at least thirty minutes in order to not
only meet our monthly reading goals, but
to meet the GPS of reading at least 25
books this school year. Please encourage
your child to be ready for the CRCT by
being on time, getting plenty of rest, and
eating healthy the week of testing.

Fourth Grade Team

Fabulous Fifth Grade

Our fabulous 5th graders have been
working hard preparing for the CRCT. The
students are using a number of strategies
and tools as they learn math. Students use
manipulatives, protractors, and rulers as
they work on measurement standards in
their classrooms. The 5th graders are
reading and analyzing a variety of both
literary and informational texts. These
include drama, poetry, and nonfiction
texts. Our 5th graders are expected to
read grade-level texts with appropriate

l Up Coming Events

accuracy, speed, and expression. We
would like to encourage you to read with
your child daily and continue to practice
math facts. Also keep in mind that you can
access your child’s progress through
Infinite Campus: just type in your child’s
lunch number (students know their
number) and birth date. You will be able
to stay informed daily of your child’s
progress. We look forward to a month of
fun and excitement!

Fabulous Fifth Grade News

Congratulations
Mrs. Kesia Gatewood
and Mrs. Sue Vazquez

West Newton
Staff of the Month

April 1- Report Cards Gélome

April 1- Title | Parent CRCT Meeting
April 2- PreK Easter Egg Hunt @ 9am
April 2- Kindergarten Easter Egg Hunt
April 2- Early Release Day

April 5-9- Spring Break

April 11-16-Encouragement Week!!!
April -13- Scienceor Everyone Assembly
(K-2)

April 14- Sciencefor Everyone Assembly
(3-5)

April 15- Team Impact Motivational
Speaker (8:30am/9:30am)

April 16-Spring Fling (57pm)

April 16- CRCT Pep Rally1:30-2:00pm)
April 19-23- CRCT Testing

April 29-Fifth Grade Human Growth and
Development

We are selling
Yearbooks for
$28!1111






